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MEDIA RELEASE
September 9, 1988

UM-BASED INSTITUTE FINISH ES PROJECT
AIMED AT SPURRING GOVERNMENT EFFICIENCY, PROMOTING DEVELOPMENT
MISSOULA —
The University of Montana-based Public Policy Research
Institute has finished a project aimed at encouraging state
economic development while reducing taxpayer expense.
Funded by a $101,000 Northwest Area Foundation grant, the
project sought to accomplish those goals by promoting growth in
^^^as where public and capital facilities already exist.
Working on the project were Kristina Ford, an associate
research professor of political science; Dennis O'Donnell, an
economics professor; and James Lopach, a political science
professor.
"We think development will come to Montana," Ford says.
There will be a demand for homes in the future, and there will
be jobs created.

If we could cluster future growth within

existing service districts -- keeping in mind a community’s needs
for open space -- we could reduce average public costs and avoid
unusually high taxpayer expense."
The project included informing landowners, developers,
county commissioners, real estate agents, public works directors
and other decision makers of ways new development can lower the
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average cost of local expenditures for services like snow
removal, school bus transportation, and road maintenance.
Ford notes that property taxes in Montana could be used more
efficiently as well.
She and the other members of the research team first
interviewed the public and private participants in development
decisions.

Their goal was determining what information those

decision makers might need from a growth guidance system and what
incentives would encourage developers to use such a system.
The team then gathered maps, cost figures and capacity
analyses for public services most affected by distance and cost
-- specifically, schools and school bus transportation, roads and
highways, sewerage, water, and fire protection.
"I think that our project shows how to relieve Montana's
fiscal problems by paying close attention to certain expenditures
in governmental budgets," Ford says.
She adds that a guidebook the research team has published
helps public officials and private individuals calculate the net
effect on municipal costs of every developmental proposal made in
Montana.

"We show how to use growth to reduce public costs," she

says.
Called "Committed Lands:

Capturing the Benefits of Growth,"

the publication includes methods for computing the costs of
public services necessary to new development, as well as several
kinds of incentives that could induce developers to build
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projects that reduce taxpayer expense for public services.
For more information about the project or guidebook, contact
the Public Policy Research Institute, University of Montana,
Missoula, MT 59812; 243-5626.
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